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ROVING REPORTERS

Activity Details

The Eden Project is all about connecting people with the natural world. Our plant collection
includes plants for food, medicine and materials. This lesson is designed to help students to
appreciate the links they have with the natural world through everyday objects and then to
present their understanding creatively as a TV report, potentially using video.

Year group: Years 7-9 Geography. This lesson will be differentiated by outcome and also by
the resources given to each group.

Activity length: 1-3 hours depending on technology and time available. The lesson can be
easily split into two or even three lessons — preparation, presentation and then evaluation.

Objectives and curriculum links

This lesson enables students to:
e Investigate a particular plant to find out the product that we can get from it.
e Develop an awareness of the value plants have to us.
e Work together to create a film/report to educate their peers.

We've designed the lesson to help teachers cover the following subject areas:
KS3 Geography: Human and physical geography

e human geography relating to: ...international development; economic activity in the
primary, secondary, tertiary...sectors; and the use of natural resources

e understand how human and physical processes interact to influence, and change
landscapes, environments and the climate; and how human activity relies on
effective functioning of natural systems

Resources

To set up the lesson you will need:
e Slideshow (see ppt.)

e Research material in the classroom for each group (could be paper-based or online) to
help them write their scripts. The plant info. at the bottom of these pages is a good
place to start Rainforest Biome | Eden Project Mediterranean Biome | Eden Project

e Example of a TV script and scaffolding questions for interviewees (see PowerPoint
prompt questions and pdf).
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Each group will need:
e Research material (handouts or online access). For example — chocolate:

e Cacao | Eden Project
e http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/en/buying-fairtrade/chocolate

e A device to capture film (video camera, Flip USB camera, iPad, mobile phone)

e Access to a computer (PC, Mac, iPad) to download/send footage to and then edit the
film (basic editing software freely available) -
www.techradar.com/news/software/applications/best-free-video-editing-software-9-

top-programs-you-should-download-1136264

Lesson plan

Starter (5 minutes):

Start by showing pupils the “Do you know where things come from?” slide showing pictures
of everyday products such as chocolate, coffee, cotton etc. You could have some of the
items as props to pass around.

Ask the pupils to talk to each other in pairs about the products and their origins and then
choose a pair to feedback to class for each item. There will probably be some understanding
of the products’ origins but emphasise the point that for a lot of the things we use every day
people do not really know where it comes from or how it gets to us.

Setting the challenge (10 minutes):

Arrange the pupils into groups of four where possible (there can be five in a group by
doubling up on one of the roles). Explain that they are now a news team, given the task of
making a news report for TV. They must make a short film/presentation on the ‘story’
behind where an everyday item comes from, for example: “Where does chocolate come
from?” They can choose the item they want to research or it can be allocated.

The following are all on Eden’s website Rainforest Biome | Eden Project
Mediterranean Biome | Eden Project

e chocolate/cocoa e grapes
o coffee e olives
e cork o tea

e cotton e vanilla

Each person in the group will take one of the following roles;
- News Presenter (in the studio)

- Outside Reporter (interviewer)
- Plant Scientist (Botanist) (a person who knows all about the plant)

¥
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- Local person (someone who is involved somewhere in the process of creating the

product)

Explain how they will all use the same simple news report format which breaks down into
the following parts:

- Part 1 (Introduction) — the News Presenter introduces the story and locates where it
is taking place on a map.

- Part 2 (Interview 1) — the Outside Reporter interviews the Plant Scientist about the
plant, e.g. how the plant is grown or harvested.

- Part 3 (Interview 2) — the Outside Reporter interviews the Local Person about their
involvement in creating the product. This could be as a farmer, picker, transporter,
factory worker or seller.

- Part 4 (Summary) — the News Presenter summarises the main points of the story
and then ends the show.

Research (20-30 minutes):

Pupils then have to decide who is going to take each of the roles and then research and plan
their presentations. The information for their chosen plant can be found using web-based
research if they have access to ICT or give out paper copies of information taken from the
Internet. They should each write their own scripts for what they are going to say. You could
use a script scaffold (see example pdf) to help pupils access their roles and who may find
writing a script from scratch more challenging. Question prompts are provided on the
PowerPoint to support pupils in gathering relevant information.

Filming/Rehearsing (30 minutes):

Depending on the availability of ICT equipment for filming, the pupils now have time to film
or just rehearse their news reports.

The first and last part of the report takes place in the studio (use a TV studio backdrop). The
Outside Reporter interviews will take place in the relevant country/environment. This could
be done by actually filming outside the classroom if appropriate or simply using a backdrop
of a suitable image or location.

Screening of the film/presentations (Timing depends on number of groups):

Each film is then shown to the whole class or each group presents their news report to the
class. The pupils watching must evaluate each group giving a score for each group, a positive
comment and something that could be improved. This could be made into a competition
with prizes for the highest score if the required.

A nice idea is to then have an ‘Oscar’ ceremony where the teacher allocates prizes to certain b
groups using criteria such as:
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- Most informative film
- Best acting

- Best production

- Best script

- Best comedy moment!

Plenary (5 minutes):
Go back to the initial slide and ask pupils the same question “Do you know where these
things come from?” and this time in pairs they should be able to explain lots of them.

Finish by reminding pupils that we depend absolutely on plants, but that having evolved
millions of years before us, plants can do very nicely without humans!
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